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"The Blue Bird" opening Jan. 9 at Studio Theatre.

THEATER/SNEAK PEEK
FOR THOSE DEMANDING THEIR 
MAETERLINCK ...  
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Too bad Maurice Maeterlinck, the Belgian poet and dramatist, wasn’t born in time 
for MTV. A master of brooding atmosphere and murky subject matter, Maeterlinck 
(1862-1949) would’ve been perfect as a music video auteur. 

Instead, he wrote poetic, symbol-laden plays that were less concerned with 
character and plot than with metaphysical conflicts (Henry James reportedly was a 
fan). His amorphous ideas sometimes made for pretty static staging, but Maeterlinck 
scored an international hit with “L’Oiseau Bleu” (The Blue Bird) a 1908 fairy play first 
produced by Konstantin Stanislavsky at the Moscow Art Theatre.

Easily Maeterlinck’s most accessible work, “The Blue Bird” involves a brother and 
sister’s search for a mystical fowl of happiness on Christmas evening. It subsequently was 
filmed several times, including a 1940 version with Shirley Temple, and George Cukor’s 
1976 treatment with Elizabeth Taylor, Cicely Tyson, Ava Gardner and, of all people, Jane 
Fonda. 

That makes it an oddly fitting choice for East Heights Productions to bring to 
Universal City, where the play will open a four-week run Jan. 9 at Studio Theatre. 
Directed by Jamieson K. Price, the production is East Heights Productions’ first since it 
presented Craig Lucas’ “Blue Window.” Tickets to the theater at 3433 Cahuenga Blvd. West 
are $10, $8 for students and seniors. For reservations, call Tickets L.A. at (213) 660-8587.  

— Reed Johnson 


