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NEW REVIEWS

THE RING AND THE BOOK This tale of adultery, murder and the Catholic Church,
written with Elizabethan flourish, can be tough to follow. However, guided by Brenda
Urquhart’s polished direction, this talented ensemble has adapted poet Robert
Browning's eponymous two-volume book set with a kind of flair that results in an
intriguing theater spectacle. Penned over 1868 and 1869, Browning's writings studied a
sensational 17th-century trial that took place in Rome. This adaptation recounts the
murderous events that follow the failed marriage between Count Guido Franceschini
(Richard Chassler) and the much younger Pompilia Comparini (Lisa Zee Ziembicki).
Tired of her older husband, Pompilia steals her husband’s bankroll and flees with a
young priest, Guiseppe Caponsacchi (portrayed with zeal by Jerry Goble). Barry Shay
Schaeffer and Heather Hiltermann are outstanding in their roles as narrators and
conveyors of popular sentiments. But this show belongs to Chassler and Zee Ziembicki.
Chassler, in particular, delivers a passionate soliloquy while the Count is lurching toward
madness. Metropole Theatre Works, 1277 N. Wilton Place, Hollywood; Fri.-Sat., 8 p.m,;
Sun., 3 p.m,; thru Sept. 11. (323) 660-8587. (Jim Crogan)
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