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BLUE WINDOW  Seven urban dwellers in various locales prepare for a dinner party
in the first scene of Craig Lucas’ ‘80s comedy. In this production, the opening is
underenergized, but even less wattage is generated when the characters all come
together, making the dinner party a disaster for more than the overwrought hostess,
Libby (Lauren Bailey). At the center of Libby's guest list a famous lesbian writer
Alice (LeeAnne Matusek) and her lover, family therapist Boo (Beth Stolarczyk).
While this couple have no qualms at demonstrating their intimacy with each other,
their physical flirtiness buries most of the dialogue. The men on the guest list are
Libby’s supportive, yet self-involved pal, Griever (played with game but diffuse animation
by Petro Nicholas), mysterious sky-diver Norbert (Brian J. Wasiak) and a comically
intense musician named Tom (Caleb Sweazy). The play’s high point comes when Tom’s
mousy girlfriend, Emily (a hilarious deadpan Lara Baird), turns away from the
drunken superficiality of this shipwrecked party to sing a world-weary and protracted
dirge to the audience. Lucas’ style is to take an initially uncomfortable moment and
expand it until it becomes hilarious. But he reverses the technique in the last scene when
Libby (who comically lost a tooth just before the guests arrived) reveals a bizarre and
heart-rending story that explains her dental history and the play’s title. Director Brian
Lord McCormick handles the dollhouse-sized stage well but fails to find a pace and
focus to elucidate the play. Celebrity Centre Theatre, 7051 Santa Monica Blvd., Hlywd.;
Thurs., 8 p.m.; Dec. 19 only, Fri.-Sat., 8 p.m., Sun., 5 p.m,; thru Dec. 29. (213) 466-1767.
(Randee Trabitz)
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