EAST HEIGHTS PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS JOHN L. KALLAS’ PANDORA AT PEARL THEATRE

Kallas’ fable PANDORA is a witty modern
Metamorphosis of Realism

By Nolan H. Rhodes
from June 3, 1990

John L. Kallas' play Pandora draws on his rich experience of Greek
descent. He is a director of the Greek Theatre of New York (GTNY). In 1968,
as an independent filmmaker, Kallas won an Edinburgh International Film
Festival award for his film “Anthony Imperiale, Portrait of a White Militant.”
He is also a member of the Actors’ Studio Playwrights Lab. To date a number
of his plays have been produced in New York. They include: “Mispossessed,”
“Infinity,” "The Maniati," “Pandora,” “Santacom,” and “The Corporal." Here
at Fairleigh Dickinson University, he is a Professor, and the Chairman of the
Department of Microcomputers in Education.

Pandora was last presented for the (GTNY) Children’s Theatre. For
the production at Pearl Theatre by East Heights Productions, playwright
Kallas modified the original work. This enables his work to transform into a
witty, earthy authenticity of man encounters in the world today. And yes the
presentation is a dynamic avant-garde play for all to see.

Director Vasili Dukas, with just the right touch of stage chemistry,
gets his cast of fine actors and actresses to discharge bundles of energy on
stage. This adds to the humor as the apparitions of this fable finesse their
way from the heavens to live on earth. Chiseled from marble, Pandora, “the
gifted one” played by Lindy Sternberger, is ravishing but innocent and yes
very eager as she learns the secrets about life.

From the moment Zeus, actor Dean L. Dowdy, makes his
presence known, the play takes on a character of the awesome. Something
supernatural that controls life and everything we do. To do this, Zeus
the master of all, brings to life the unexpected.

The Zeus presence is made instantly apparent through the use
of dramatic sound (by Richard Siegel), lighting (by George
Papaioannou), and stage techniques. This alone should blow the audience
right out of their seats. Actor Dowdy then casts his shadow “as King of the
Heavens” while the cast of fine performers are humorously bounding
with energy in obeying his wishes. What would a King be without
sumptuous women to work his magic? The beautiful alluring Aphrodite,
trifled by Chela Holton, soothes Zeus while attempting to exasperate
her husband Hephaestus. This charming woman, bedecked in jewels,
is fearless. She tempts and teases while her blacksmith husband toils
for the Gods. Eric James Vetter plays this role to the max, which adds to
the suspense as he then creates a thing of beauty for Zeus. Yes it’s
Pandora, “the all gifted,” he created from white marble.

Kallas’ wisdom in his use of placing the right character in the right
place at the right moment is personified when Athena steps onto the stage.
Ann Greyson plays the “Goddess of Wisdom” who becomes Pandora’s
guiding light. You will love the modern game of charades. This sequence is
sheer madness. What a better way to name a mythological goddess!
Adeptly, the playwright concocted this refreshing, innovative, utilization as
a tool to keep the play moving along in a fun way.

In his role as Hermes, Kostas Efkarpidis gaily obeys his master and
assists Pandora down from Mt. Olympus to her new place on earth. As most
mythological readers know Pandora was given a casket full of surprises
from Zeus, and she herself is offered as a gift to Epimetheus from Zeus.
Upon reaching her new home Hermes presents her to Epimetheus. Almost
as innocent as Pandora is Epimetheus, played by Stephen Corey McDonald,
who almost regrets his brother Prometheus’ advice of “don’t accept any
gifts from Zeus.” He falls in love and marries Pandora.

Like in the famous “The Wizard of Oz,” this play has its haughty
character. A witch who brews her contempt for the sweet innocence of
Pandora while attempting to foil Zeus’ plans. Trickery gains the witch her
demise in the form of violent, profane modern monsters. Leona Toussaint
plays this role to the hilt. Her acting is unbelievable as she executes
curiosity for a look in the famous “Pandora’s Box.” The box is full of
surprises. Masked in hellish evils of modern times, these characters come
to life. They rage their disdain and destructiveness. These three evils,
Pollution (Alexis Christoforous), War (Paul Romney), and Nuclear
Weapons (Eric James Vetter) become the Witch’s sinister approach to all
that is bad in the world.

But alas, Pandora still has her chance to overcome these
problems. Unlocking her box once more some brightness emerges. A
musical composition written by Deborah Aaron Stambler from the
musings of Hope who destroys the Evils as well as the Witch. From within
the box, she is freed to appear on stage to do her thing. Deborah Aaron
Stambler sings her chants against any further bad omens against
mankind. The play ends in chorus as all the bad disintegrates for only
good. The playwright Kallas’ feeling for the future does leave the audience
spirited for more of this excitement.

If any feeling can be more expressed about how mankind
overcomes the power of Zeus, just ask Prometheus “The God of the
Sacred Fire.” Zeus has him still chained to a rock, maybe somewhere still in
the Pearl Theatre.
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