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THE RING AND THE BOOK

adapted by Ann Greyson and Brenda Urquhart from Robert

Browning — East Heights Productions at Metropole Theatre Works
“Exposing a true tale of 300-year-old violence romanticized by
Browning’s 19t"-century novel, the stuff of this world premiere is still
shocking today."

In 1697, an Italian girl, Pompilia, was given at the age of 12 to a
nobleman by her adoptive parents. It was an age where women were treated
like possessions, and this young woman tried to get a decree from the
Catholic Church that would release her from the marriage, in the process
enlisting the help of a sympathetic young priest. Crying adultery and betrayal,
her abusive husband killed both Pompilia and her parents, which resulted
in a highly sensationalized trial.”

Browning’s epic was previously set on stage in a marathon work
mounted in London in the 1940s. This adaptation does not stray from
Browning’s words, yet is only two hours long. Adapter Greyson also
produces. Urquhart, who is a filmmaker and has directed children’s theatre
in her native Washington, makes her L.A. debut directing this production.
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